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©	1996-2007	anniina	jokinen.	All	rights	reserved.	the	cover	images	of	the	book	remain	under	the	copyright	of	their	copyright	owners.	This	page	created	on	December	18,	2006	by	anniina	jokinen.	last	update	on	3	January	2007.	information	about	this	website	|	privacy	statement	by	luminarium.	margaret	atwood	has	become	not	only	a	great	Canadian
writer	and	writer	(who	some	would	call	a	feminist	writer),	but	an	award-winning	author	of	English	literature.	his	works	include	novels,	stories,	poems,	etc.	homer's	obsession	is	not	the	only	version	of	history.	the	mythical	material	was	originally	oral,	and	also	local:	a	myth	would	have	been	told	in	one	way	in	one	place	and	in	a	very	different	way	in
another.	I	have	drawn	to	the	material	other	than	odyssey,	especially	for	details	of	the	parentality	of	penislope,	his	first	life	and	marriage	and	scandalous	voices	circulating	on	her.	I	chose	to	tell	the	story	to	penilelope	and	the	12	hanged	waiters.	The	waiters	form	a	singer	chorus	and	singing,	which	focuses	on	two	questions	that	must	ask	themselves
after	each	reading	of	obsession:	What	led	to	the	hanging	of	the	waiters	and	what	was	really	penislope?	the	story	told	in	the	odyssey	does	not	contain	water:	There	are	too	many	inconsistencies.	I	have	always	been	persecuted	by	hanged	waiters	and,	in	the	penislopiad,	so	it	is	penilelope	itself.	the	author	of	the	handmaid's	such	and	the	blind	murderer
presents	a	cycle	of	stories	about	penislope,	wife	of	odysseus,	through	the	eyes	of	the	twelve	waiters	hanged	for	unfairness	towards	obsession	in	his	absence.	by	margaret	atwood	margaret	atwoodall	right	reserved.	isbn:	067697418x	a	low	art	now	that	I	am	dead,	I	know	everything.	This	is	what	I	wanted	to	happen,	but	as	many	of	my	wishes	did	not
come	true.	I	know	only	a	few	factoids	that	I	do	notBefore.	It	is	too	high	a	price	to	pay	for	the	satisfaction	of	the	curiosity,	needless	to	say.	Since	it's	it's	oh	noN	.idol	eus	el	otatnac	oh	,atrepa	oh'l	es	,o	;asuihc	accob	al	otunet	oH	.oceic	oihcco	nu	ottaf	oh	am	,azzeliballorcni	aus	aL	-	?alrettem	ossop	emoc	...aus	al	,azzeplov	aus	al	,'atiliriv	aus	al	,	Ãtnolovics
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ovepaS	.otnat	ni	otnat	id	,otuderc	oh	ilg	oi	ehcnA	.olos	oihcco	nu	noc	irtsom	inucla	,irottudes	ieb	inucla	,idicimo	inucla	erednerp	o	erad	,arev	al	essof	itneve	id	enoisrev	aus	al	ehc	otuderc	onnah	enosrep	etloM	.elibisualp	¬Ãsoc	erpmes	arE	.enesradna	:	Ãtilaiceps	eus	elled	artla'nu	are	ehc	,ottut	noc	otappacs	'E	.ihccoics	eraf	:	Ãtilaiceps	aus	anu	arE
.onocid	,ottaf	ah	im	odiputs	ehC	.etnenime	otiram	oim	li	onadraugir	osse	ni	elorap	elled	etlom	es	ehcna	,ilovenoigar	inoisnemid	id	¨Ã	oim	li	;idnarg	irtla	,iloccip	otlom	onos	ihccas	inuclA	.et	id	us	etid	etats	onos	ehc	elorap	,otitnes	iah	ehc	elorap	,otalrap	iah	ehc	elorap	--	elorap	id	oneip	¨Ã	ihccas	itseuq	id	onungo	am	,ortned	itnev	i	erenet	rep	otilos	id
ihccas	i	emoc	,occas	nu	noc	onavirra	ittut	iuQ	.asnepiR	?etnem	al	ereggel	ebberecaip	it	ehc	isneP	.enosrep	ertla	id	erettel	el	onorpa	is	o	ertsenif	el	onatlocsa	is	odnauq	af	is	emoc	,erepas	non	ierireferp	ehc	esoc	enucla	otarapmi	oH	--		Ãtiuconni	id	,arutlovnisid	,enoissesso	id	otats	otseuq	id	otnemignuiggar	lad	-	I	didn't	ask	uncomfortable	questions,	I
didn't	dig	deep.	I	wanted	happy	endings	in	those	days,	and	happy	ending	are	they	are	achieved	by	keeping	the	right	doors	locked	and	going	to	sleep	during	the	rampages.	But	after	the	main	events	were	over	and	things	had	become	less	legendary,	I	realized	how	many	people	were	laughing	at	me	behind	my	back	--	how	they	were	jeering,	making	jokes
about	me,	jokes	both	clean	and	dirty;	how	they	were	turning	me	into	a	story,	or	into	several	stories,	though	not	the	kind	of	stories	I'd	prefer	to	hear	about	myself.	What	can	a	woman	do	when	scandalous	gossip	travels	the	world?	If	she	defends	herself	she	sounds	guilty.	So	I	waited	some	more.	Now	that	all	the	others	have	run	out	of	air,	it's	my	turn	to
do	a	little	story-making.	I	owe	it	to	myself.	I've	had	to	work	myself	up	to	it:	it's	a	low	art,	tale-telling.	Old	women	go	in	for	it,	strolling	beggars,	blind	singers,	maidservants,	children	--	folks	with	time	on	their	hands.	Once,	people	would	have	laughed	if	I'd	tried	to	play	the	minstrel	--	there's	nothing	more	preposterous	than	an	aristocrat	fumbling	around
with	the	arts	--	but	who	cares	about	public	opinion	now?	The	opinion	of	the	people	down	here:	the	opinion	of	shadows,	of	echoes.	So	I'll	spin	a	thread	of	my	own.	The	difficulty	is	that	I	have	no	mouth	through	which	I	can	speak.	I	can't	make	myself	understood,	not	in	your	world,	the	world	of	bodies,	of	tongues	and	fingers;	and	most	of	the	time	I	have	no
listeners,	not	on	your	side	of	the	river.	Those	of	you	who	may	catch	the	odd	whisper,	the	odd	squeak,	so	easily	mistake	my	words	for	breezes	rustling	the	dry	reeds,	for	bats	at	twilight,	for	bad	dreams.	But	I've	always	been	of	a	determined	nature.	Patient,	they	used	to	call	me.	I	like	to	see	a	thing	through	to	the	end.	ii	The	Chorus	Line:	A	Rope-Jumping
Rhyme	we	are	the	maids	the	ones	you	killed	the	ones	you	failed	we	danced	in	air	our	bare	feet	twitched	it	was	not	fair	with	every	goddess,	queen,	and	bitch	from	there	to	here	you	scratched	your	itch	we	did	much	less	than	what	you	did	you	judged	us	bad	you	had	Lancia	that	you	had	the	floor	to	your	command	we	rubbed	the	blood	of	our	paramours
that	died	from	floors,	from	stairs	chairs,	doors,	we	kneel	in	the	water	while	you	looked	at	our	naked	feet	it	was	not	right	you	licked	our	fear	that	has	you	Given	the	pleasure	that	you	raised	your	hand	you	looked	at	us	to	fall	in	the	air	those	you	failed	those	you	killed	iiii	my	childhood	where	should	I	start?	There	are	only	two	choices:	at	the	beginning	or
not	at	the	beginning.	The	real	beginning	would	be	the	beginning	of	the	world,	after	which	one	thing	led	to	another;	But	there	are	differences	in	opinion	on	this,	I	will	start	with	my	birth.	My	father	was	the	icar	king	of	Sparta.	My	mother	was	a	Naiad.	Daughters	of	Naiadi	were	a	dozen	cents	in	those	days;	The	place	was	crawling	with	them.	However,	he
never	hurts	to	be	semi-divine	birth.	Or	never	hurts	immediately.	When	I	was	my	father	my	father	ordered	me	to	be	thrown	into	the	sea.	I	have	never	known	exactly	why,	during	my	life,	but	now	I	suspect	that	it	had	been	said	by	an	oracle	that	I	would	wet	his	sweat.	Maybe	he	thought	that	if	he	had	killed	me	before,	he	would	never	have	been
intertwined	and	he	would	have	lived	forever.	I	see	how	the	reasoning	could	have	gone.	In	that	case,	he's	desire	to	drown	came	from	an	understandable	desire	to	protect	himself.	But	he	must	have	heard	badly,	otherwise	the	oracle	himself	misheard	-	the	gods	often	murmur	-	because	he	was	not	the	shroud	of	him	who	was	in	question,	but	the	father	of
my	father	-in	-law.	If	this	was	the	prophecy	it	was	a	real,	and	in	fact	the	weaving	of	this	particular	Shroud	has	shown	a	great	convenience	for	me	late	in	my	life.	The	teaching	of	the	crafts	to	the	girls	has	fallen	out	of	fashion	now,	I	understand,	but	fortunately	he	didn't	have	on	my	day.	It	is	always	an	advantage	to	have	something	to	do	with	your	hands.
In	this	way,	if	someone	An	inappropriate	observation,	you	can	pretend	that	you	have	not	heard	it.	Then	you	don't	have	to	answer.	But	maybe	this	this	oracle	idea	of	mine	is	baseless.	Perhaps	I	have	only	invented	it	in	order	to	make	myself	feel	better.	So	much	whispering	goes	on,	in	the	dark	caverns,	in	the	meadows,	that	sometimes	it's	hard	to	know
whether	the	whispering	is	coming	from	others	or	from	the	inside	of	your	own	head.	I	use	head	figuratively.	We	have	dispensed	with	heads	as	such,	down	here.	Excerpted	from	The	Penelopiad	by	Margaret	Atwood	Excerpted	by	permission.	All	rights	reserved.	No	part	of	this	excerpt	may	be	reproduced	or	reprinted	without	permission	in	writing	from
the	publisher.	Excerpts	are	provided	by	Dial-A-Book	Inc.	solely	for	the	personal	use	of	visitors	to	this	web	site.	¢ÃÂÂ¢ÃÂÂ¢ÃÂÂ¢ÃÂÂ¢ÃÂÂ	I	enjoyed	this	one,	but	also	had	a	few	issues	with	it¢ÃÂ¦Â	Trigger	warning	-	mention	of	hanging	and	r*pe.	The	Penelopiad	by	Margaret	Atwood	is	a	retelling	of	the	life	of	Penelope,	and	the	fate	of	the	12	maids	from
The	Odyssey.	In	this	contemporary	tale,	Atwood	delves	into	the	question	of	why	were	the	twelve	maids	hanged	and	what	led	up	to	their	fate?	The	story	is	told	primarily	from	the	perspective	of	Penelope,	dead	in	the	underworld,	retelling	her	life	on	earth	with	interjecting	sections	from	the	point	of	view	of	the	maids.	These	interjecting	sections	are	told
in	a	number	of	different	forms	including	poetry,	a	trial,	a	play	and	a	love	song.	Penelope¢ÃÂÂs	tale	takes	us	from	her	birth,	childhood	and	marriage	to	Odysseus,	through	her	20	lonely	years	to	her	life	after	Odysseus	returned	and	her	afterlife.	Atwood	has	filled	in	the	gaps	with	how	she	believes	Penelope	may	have	been	acting	and	what	she	may	have
been	feeling	throughout	her	life,	and	while	using	the	maids	as	a	sort	of	tragic	chorus,	commentating	on	their	lives,	Penelope	and	their	hanging.	My	Thoughts	about	the	bookLike	I	said	at	the	beginning,	I	definitely	enjoyed	reading	this,	but	there	were	a	couple	of	things	that	caused	the	loss	of	two	stars	in	my	rating.	In	its	essence,	this	is	The	Odyssey
retold	The	point	of	view	of	Penelope	and	the	twelve	waiter	who	were	hanging	in	history.	I	had	really	great	hopes	for	this	book,	but	I	was	slightly	disappointed.	I	think	I	am	in	part	to	be	blamed	for	this	because	there	is	not	really	so	much	with	which	to	work	from	the	point	of	view	of	Penelope	by	the	ancient	texts,	with	his	letter	to	Ovidi	of	Heroides	as	the
only	one	who	comes	to	whom	The	only	one	who	comes	the	only	one	who	comes	the	only	one	who	comes	to	mind	comes.	This	we	get	is	a	reinterpretation	of	the	history	of	the	Odyssey	of	Penelope	who	died,	and	is	not	a	subordant	wife	as	the	earth.	Most	a	large	part	of	his	criticisms	of	Odysseus,	Telemaco	and	Helen.	While	I	think	that	Odysseus	and
Telemaco	deserve	the	way	Penelope	described	them	(in	particular	Telemaco	who	is	rude	and	disrespectful),	for	a	feminist	reinterpretation,	I	was	incredibly	surprised	by	Helen's	representation.	Penelope	did	not	hold	back	with	her	extraordinary	observations	on	her	vain	cousin	who	has	deserted,	and	lover	of	attention,	and	I	found	it	truly	incredible	in	a
contemporary	reinterpretation.	This	is	the	type	of	position	on	Helen	that	I	am	used	to	reading	in	the	myths	with	antiquity,	because	as	a	woman	in	the	21st	century	reading	the	odyssey	and	any	other	myth	relating	to	the	kidnapping	of	Helen	by	Paris	di	Troia,	I	believe	firmly	damn	if	he	did	it	and	damn	if	he	hadn't	done	it.	So,	we	have	Penelope	who
remembers	her	life	of	her,	with	Atwood	who	makes	some	speculations	on	how	she	may	have	reacted	in	some	situations	that	seemed	a	little	forced	and	incredible.	But	overall,	I	liked	Atwood's	attempt	to	reconstruct	the	way	Penelope	may	have	lived	without	her	husband	for	20	years.	However,	Cié	was	not	purely	focused	on	Penelope	and	on	her	new
audacity	in	her	death,	but	also	on	the	fate	of	the	twelve	waiter	who	were	hung	in	book	22	of	the	Odyssey.	I	loved	Of	the	sections	from	the	point	of	view	of	the	waiter,	they	were	touching	and	strare	and	the	use	of	different	forms	such	as	the	poetry	and	the	game	format	added	to	the	tragedy.	I	also	loved	the	idea	the	idea	!daer_llek@	!daeR_lleK@
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